
peace. 
Vo lun te e r s and memb ers o f 

Vancouver, British Columbia’s Mikoshi 
Sakurakai Society will parade around  
a portable shrine (mikoshi, 神 輿 ) 
with the children's yosakoi (unique 
festival dance, よさこい ) dancers 
and a kid's mikoshi by Pikake School 
preschoolers of Bellevue. Other 
events include workshops on manga 
drawing and onigiri making, contests 
in cosplay, Beyblades (spinning tops), 
and paper airplane making, a tea 
ceremony demonstration, Anime Cafe, 
a Japan travel booth, Japan Market/
Flea Market, karaoke, manga swap, 
and much more! 

For more information: https://bit.ly/
JapanWeekWebsite.

JAPAN WEEK 2026 ジャパン・ウィーク 2026

By Andy Kawahara 
Bellevue College Student

For the past 10 years, the Japanese 
Culture Exchange Club of Bellevue 
Col lege has put on the b iggest 
event organized and presented by 
students. That event is Japan Week! 
A whole week of workshops and 
lectures for students to become more 
educated on Japanese culture. While 
these weekday events are limited to 
Bellevue College students, everyone is 
welcome to join the public celebration 
on October 10 on the Bellevue College 
campus. There will be a variety of 
different activities for people of all ages 
to participate in. 

2026 marks the 40th anniversaries of 
the Dragon Ball TV series and Super 

Mario Bros. globally, and the 30th 
anniversary of Pokémon. For Dragon 
Ball, there will be a scavenger hunt 
across the Bellevue College campus 
where attendees collect seven stamps 
(representing the seven Dragon Balls). 
For Pokémon, there will be a Pokémon 
card swap event where attendees can 
meet other collectors and trade in an 
all-inclusive environment. 

There will also be a special guest 
lecture tit led, “Behind the Music: 
Composing for Games, Films, and 
Anime” from Kazuma Jinnouchi, an 
award-winning composer for film, 
television, and video games. His 
orchestra-based composing style 
helps evoke the emotional setting for 
every project he works on. Jinnouchi’s 

cinematic composition has led him to 
collaborate with studios across the 
world (Europe, United States and 
Japan). Discover the creative process 
behind his music for acclaimed works 
including Suzume, Halo, Metal Gear 
Solid, Batman: Arkham Shadow, Star 
Wars Vision, and much more! 

Japan Week will also be acknowledging 
tragedy through a Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Atomic Bomb exhibition. A powerful 
reminder of the lasting impact of nuclear 
weapons and the urgent need for peace. 
The exhibit will contain a variety of curated 
photos, data panels, and historical 
material from the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum in Japan. Make sure to 
stop by and learn about the tragic historic 
events and how we constantly strive for 

                                                                 10th Annual Japan Week 
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2-3 p.m., B-102 / Japanese Business Etiquette: 
Do’s and Don’ts, Japan Business Association of 
Seattle
2-2:45 p.m., A-138 / Ikebana (Flower Arranging) 
Display & Demonstration, Ikebana International 
— Seattle Chapter 19
2:30-3:30 p.m. , R-101 / Manga Drawing 
Workshop, Arisa Nakamura
3:30-4:30 p.m., B-102 / Sumi-e Workshop, 
Hiroko Nagatomo
4-5 p.m., R-101 / Onigiri-Making Workshop,  
Nobuto Uruma, I Love Sushi Bellevue

Performances
12-12:30 p . m . , C a r l s o n 
Theater / Okinawa Taiko, 
Okinawa Kenjin Kai Chijinshuu 
of WA State
12:30-1 p.m., C-Cafeteria / 
Evergreen Glee Club
12:45-1:15 p.m., Carlson 
Theater / Seattle Kokon Taiko
1-1:30 p.m., B-102 / Kamishibai Japanese Storytelling, 
Voice Library in Japanese
1:15-1:45 p.m., C-Cafeteria / Echo Chorus
1:30-2:10 p.m., Carlson Theater / The School of Taiko
2:15-3 p.m., B-244 / Planetarium Storytime + Constellation 
Show, Voice Library in Japanese
3-3:20 p.m., Courtyard C / Omikoshi & Yosakoi Parade, 
Vancouver Sakura-kai, Pikake School, Mai Yuasa 
Suratos Dance Team
3:30-4:30 p.m. (doors open at 3 p.m.), Carlson 
Theater / Little Red Riding Hood: Another Story

10-11 a.m., B-102 / History of Japanese Americans
10-10:35 a.m.; 10:45-11:20 a.m.; 1:45-2:20 p.m.; 
4-4:35 p.m., B-104 / Films: “Hiroshima Witness: 14 
Testimonies” (30 min.) and “Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Park Tour” (5 min.)
10-11 a.m., R-101 / Kimono 101, Seattle Kimono Club
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., B-102 / Within the Silence, 
Living Voices
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., R-101 / Furoshiki Workshop, Lynn 
Miyauchi
12:30-1:30 p.m.; 3:30-4:30 p.m., A-138 / Tea Ceremony 
— Omotesenke-Style, Ichigo Ichie Foundation
12:30-1:30 p.m., B-104 / Behind the Music: Composing 
for Games, Films, and Anime, Kazuma Jinnouchi
1-2 p.m., R-101 / 2,000 Years of Japanese History, 
Koichi Kitazumi, Japan-America Society of the State of 
Washington (JASSW), Japan in the Schools

Lectures & Workshops

Martial Arts
11-11:25 a.m., C-Cafeteria / Jodo, Hoshu Dojo
11:30-11:55 a.m., C-Cafeteria / Iaido, Musokai
2-2:25 p.m., C-Cafeteria / Naginata (Tendoryu), 
Pacific Northwest Naginata Federation
2:30-2:55 p.m., C-Cafeteria / Kendo, Cascade 
Kendo Kai
3-3:25 p.m., C-Cafeteria / Ishu-jiai Match: 
Naginata vs. Kendo, Pacific NW Naginata 
Federation vs. Cascade Kendo Kai

Anime Cafe / R-202
Go (indoors) / C-Lobby

Japan Market / Flea Market / R-103
Manga Swap / R-102
Information Booth / Lost & Found / C-Lobby
Community Table: Soy Source, The North 
American Post, Lighthouse, etc. / C-Lobby, L-Lobby
Exhibitors’ Booths / C-Lobby, Cafeteria L-Lobby
Food Trucks / Courtyard E by Carlson Theater 
Volunteer Check-in Booth / R-East Lobby

Contests
10 a.m.-noon (ages 8-12); 2-4 p.m. (ages 13 
and up), Courtyard E / Beyblade Contest
10:30-11 a.m. (ages 12 and under); 12:45-
1:15 p.m. (ages 13-19); 1:30-2 p.m. (ages 20 
and up); 2:30-3 p.m. (ages 13-19); 3:30-4 p.m. 
(ages 12 and under); 4:15-4:45 p.m. (ages 20 
and up), Courtyard E / Paper Airplane Contest
2-2:45 p.m., Courtyard C / Kendama Contest
2:45-3:30 p.m., B-104 / Anime Trivia Contest
4-4:30 p . m . ( c h e c k - i n a t 3:30 p . m . ) , 
C-Cafeteria / Cosplay Contest

All Day Activities (10a.m.～5p.m.)

Markets (10a.m.～5p.m.)

Program details, times, and locations are subject 
to change. Please check the official website for 
the latest schedule and room information.

Go (outdoors) / Courtyard E by Carlson Theater
Calligraphy Hands-on Instruction, Meito 
Shodo-Kai Calligraphy Association / C-Lobby
Calligraphy Hands-on Instruction, Tanimoto 
Calligraphy Class / L-Lobby
Catch Rubber Duckies / Water Fountain (in 
front of C Building)
H i r o s h i m a - N a g a s a k i  A t o m i c B o m b 
Exhibition / B-101
Ikebana Display / A-138
Karaoke / E-126 / E-129
O r i g a m i ,  P u g e t A r e a P a p e r f o l d i n g 
Enthusiasts Roundtable (P.A.P.E.R.) / C-Lobby
Playroom with Japanese Toys and Origami 
/ C-103
Photo Booth / Yukata Booth / L-Lobby
Dragon Ball Scavenger Hunt / R-202
Super Mario Bros Mario Kart 8 game / R-203
Pokémon Trading Hall / R-210

Info: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. | Bellevue College, 
3000 Landerholm Circle SE, Bellevue, WA 
98007 Free admission. Parking is free in the 
parking garage; other lots are $3 for the day. 
Contact: japanweek@bellevuecollege.edu 
(English/Japanese). More information: https://
bit.ly/JapanWeekWebsite

Saturday, Oct. 10 – Public Day Program
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